
F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  O F  A L L E N T O W N   

We are people who expect to learn from God’s Word, expect to work as God’s hands,  

expect to encounter God in all people, and expect to rejoice in God always. 
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P A S T O R A L  R E F L E C T I O N S    

    This Sunday is the final Sunday in the Christian year 

which means the following Sunday, November 27, will 

mark the beginning of the season of Advent and a new 

Christian year.  Advent is the four weeks before Christmas 

and is a time of preparation for our celebration of the birth 

of Jesus.  Many of us hear the word “preparation” and con-

jure up images of endless shopping, baking, decorating, 

traffic jams, and stacks of credit card bills to be paid post-

Christmas.  But Advent preparation is meant to be some-

thing very different.  It is meant to be a time of preparing 

our hearts and minds to receive once again the unbeliev-

able news first announced by the Christmas angels that 

God has given us the gift of a Savior - a Savior who is 

none other than Emmanuel, God with us.  So how can we 

make this the focus of our Advent preparation? 

     There currently are 159 members and friends of our 

congregation participating in our Fall Small Group Minis-

try studying a book entitled: “Advent Conspiracy: Can 

Christmas Still Change the World?”  The book tells the 

story of an effort begun by five pastors in 2006 to refocus 

Advent and Christmas away from consumerism and back 

to the gift of Christ.  Their effort has exploded in the inter-

vening years and now many churches around the world are 

following in their footsteps by focusing on four things: 

Worship Fully ... because Christmas begins and ends 

  with Jesus! 

Spend Less ........ and free your resources for things that 

 truly matter. 

Give More ......... of your presence: your hands, your 

  words, your time, your heart. 

Love All ........... the poor, the forgotten, the margin- 
  alized, the sick, in ways that make a 

  difference. 

     Whether or not you are participating in one of our small 

groups, all of us will have the opportunity to be personally 

challenged by these four themes in our Sunday worship 

services in Advent.  Additionally, you will be invited to 

join with others in our church family in spending less on 

ourselves and giving more - financially and relationally - to 

several identified organizations and individuals.  The or-

ganizations include students at the Roosevelt School, the 

Sixth Street Shelter (both in Allentown), Living Water 

(providing wells for clean drinking water in third world 

countries), the purchase of Fair Trade coffee and chocolate, 

and the purchase of livestock for people in Malawi.  The 

individuals include homebound members of our congrega-

tion, homeless and hungry people at St. Paul’s Soup 

Kitchen, the Allentown Area Ecumenical Foodbank, and 

Daybreak.  You will be encouraged to gather a group of 

family and/or friends and give the gift of your presence to 

these people as you assist these agencies in serving their 

needs. 

     Be on the lookout for more information about our Ad-

vent Conspiracy in future issues of Tidings, the worship 

bulletin, and at our “Advent Conspiracy Central” in the 

Atrium at church all four Sundays in Advent. 

I look forward to seeing you in worship this Sunday and in 

joining you on our Advent journey to Bethlehem once 

again this year. 

Wishing You God’s Peace, 

Stephen Emick 

THE ADVENT CONSPIRACY 
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SECOND ALTERNATIVE WORSHIP SERVICE 
BEGINS DECEMBER 4, 8:45 A.M.  
See details in the enclosed Special Insert. 

WEATHER EMERGENCIES  
In the event of inclement weather, you have the following choices to get up-to-date status 

on church programs and activities: 

On the Web: Visit the church website home page at www.fpcallentown.org where a no-

tice of closings will be posted; 

OR go to www.wfmz.com and follow the link to “Storm Center Update”; 

OR go to www.waeb.com and follow the link to “Operation Snowflake.” 

By telephone: Call the church office (610-395-3781). If no one is available to take your call or you are calling after nor-

mal business hours, you will receive a recorded message. Select Menu Item #4 to hear cancellation or weather-related 

information. If the church office number is inoperable, please call the church’s answering service (610-821-4606). 
 

On the Radio: Tune in to WAEB radio: AM 790 or FM 104 (“B-104”) for “Operation Snowflake.” While this informa-

tion is also often available on local television, large numbers of cancellations can cause updated information to be 

slower in displaying.  We therefore encourage you to make use of the above sources first. 
 

BETTER PORTION 
All women of the church are invited to Better Portion 

on Monday, November 21 at 7:15 p.m. in the Com-

mons. We will continue our study of Adam Hamilton's 

new book, The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethle-

hem. Included monthly will be an ongoing video of 

Hamilton filmed in the Holy Land. His study, Twenty 

Four Hours That Changed the World, was used in this 

past Spring's Lenten focus groups. For more informa-

tion, call Joyce Gobrecht (610-928-0664) or Sharon 

Benson (610-285-2750). 

AN ANSWER TO PRAYERS  
Are you an older adult attending First Presby-

terian Church, whose home needs some re-

pairs or fix-up jobs that you aren’t able to do? 

A newly formed group through our Mission 

Committee may be the answer to your 

prayers! Charley Underwood and his “crew” 

helped build a ramp for one church member 

and found another member needs help, too. 

The Spirit is moving the group to seek those 

in our midst who could use a helping hand. It 

will be an ongoing workcamp for the congre-

gation! If you have any repair projects or just 

need a little help, contact Charley: email - 

horsedriver@hotmail.com or call 610-393-2469. 

IF YOU SPEAK ENGLISH …  
THEN YOU CAN BE A TUTOR! 
Tutoring is as simple as sharing the language with some-

one who wants to learn. You don’t need a degree, just a 

kind heart! You may set the day, time and location, too. 

We are blessed with the opportunity to help our brothers 

and sisters, who are refugees of different ethnicities and 

religions, who fled to the United States. Will you help 

them learn English? Let the Spirit help you to say, 

“Yes,” by contacting Leni Harriott:  610-762-3981 or 

leni@rcn.com. 

YOUTH POINSETTIA SALE 
Poinsettia orders, for yourself or to give away, are still being taken! You can order your 

poinsettias from any 6th - 12th grader or contact Peggy Gonoude (610-432-0101). Poin-

settia orders must be in by Sunday, November 20. The profit from this fundraiser will 

support our Summer Youth Ministry and The 6th Street Shelter. The 6th Street Shelter will 

receive a donation of a tithe (10%) of the profit as an act of faithful stewardship from our 

THINK GIFTS -  PICK UP YOUR YOUTH SPIRIT CARDS     
Pick up your Youth Spirit Cards between 9:45 – 10:30 a.m. in the hallway outside the Church Library on Sunday morn-

ings. These cards can be used at a variety of different stores, like Giant and Weis/King’s Markets, Barnes & Noble, 

Kohl's, or Macy's. You receive the full amount for your card, but the store donates a percentage to our Summer Youth 

Ministry Program. Everyone wins! 

YOUTH CHOIR TO SING  
AT SYMPHONY HALL CONCERT 
The FPCA Youth Choir has been asked to be a part of 

the “Natalie McMaster: Christmas in Cape Breton” con-

cert to be held on Friday, December 2, at 8:00 p.m. at 

Allentown Symphony Hall on N. 6th Street.  The youth 

will be participating in a medley of Christmas carols 

with Natalie and her band. For more information about 

the concert or tickets, call Symphony Hall or go to 

www.allentownsymphony.com.    

http://www.fpcallentown.org
http://www.wfmz.com
http://www.waeb.com
http://mail.live.com/?rru=compose%3faction%3dcompose%26to%3dleni%40rcn.com&ru=http%3a%2f%2fprofile.live.com%2fcid-de26206217a4977c%2fdetails%2f%3fcontactId%3dec3993da-0fb0-4e7f-8c82-852c5429f513%26ru%3dhttp%253A%252F%252Fsn143w.snt143.mail.live.com%252Fmail%2
http://www.allentownsymphony.com
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               Reaffirmation of Faith     

Sheila Johnson   25 Springhouse, Allentown, PA 18104       Parish 2 

Jacob Kimball   335 N. Laurel St., Kutztown, PA 19530   Parish 29 

Collins Nkrumah-Okyere and 

Michelle Omari-Okyere 

  1664 Thorndale, Breinigsville, PA 18031 

  

  Parish 27 

       

                Letter of Transfer     

Amy and Doug Collier  1323 Russett Road, Allentown, PA 18104  Parish 20 

Judith and Bill Diehl 

 
  Luther Crest, 800 Hausman Rd., #113, Allentown, PA 18104   Parish 19 

Paul and Mariluz Dobson   611 E. Springhouse Rd., Allentown, PA 18104       Parish 2 

Susan and Kris Galius   236 Village Walk Drive, Macungie, PA 18062   Parish 24 

Marguerite Kimball   Spring Creek Apartments, 6690 Hauser Road, Apt F-102,  

Macungie, PA 18062 
  Parish 18 

Margaret Lachendro    145 Wyndham Dr., Allentown, PA 18104   Parish 19 

Fred Lorentz   236 N. 16th St., Allentown, PA 18102   Parish 14 

Anne and Ed Miller   610 Palomino Dr., Allentown, PA 18106   Parish 19 

Debbie and Darren Prosser   6992 Periwinkle Court, Macungie, PA 18062   Parish 24 

Rose Tankwa   236 N. 16th St., Allentown, PA 18102   Parish 14 

Henry and Judy Witte   6638 Blue Heather Ct., Macungie, PA 18062   Parish 24 

     

                Profession of Faith     

Van Lal Awi   917 W. Washington St., Allentown PA 18102   Parish 13 

Matthew Dobson   611 E. Springhouse Rd., Allentown, PA 18104       Parish 2 

Thawng Za Hlei   917 W. Washington St., Allentown PA 18102   Parish 13 

Maran Nang Hkam,   103 13th St., Apt. 2, Allentown, PA 18102   Parish 14 

Pui Khiangte   735 St. John St., Apt. 2, Allentown, PA 18103   Parish 15 

Biak Nawl   917 W. Washington St., Allentown PA 18102   Parish 13 

Susan and John Park   6083 Palomino Drive, Allentown, PA 18106         Parish  19 

Hel Ri Sang   103 S. 13th St., Apt 3, Allentown, PA 18102   Parish 14 

Sui Sui   103 S. 13th St., Apt 3, Allentown, PA 18102   Parish 14 

Za Nei Thluai   917 W. Washington St., Allentown PA 18102   Parish 13 

John Van Lian Za   1403 12th St., Apt. 1, Allentown, PA 18102   Parish 13 

Rachel Za   1403 12th St., Apt. 1, Allentown, PA 18102   Parish 13 

          

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED BY SESSION 
November 6, 2011 
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COLLEGE-AGE DROP IN 
There will be a College-Age Drop-in on Sunday, November 27 at 9:00 a.m. during the Church School Hour in the Con-

ference Room in the church office area. Come join us for a time of fellowship, snacks and a chance to catch up with 

friends who may be away at college! 

M U S I C  M I N I S T R Y   

MALAWI - FOOD IN THE VILLAGES 
Elephants, hippopotami, crocodiles, baboons, impala and many of God’s creatures 

thrive in Malawi - but in protected parks. There are no wild animals…they have all 

been hunted. A man, about 50 years old, recalled a time when the farm fields pro-

duced enough food for the people of Malawi; but, that was before the wars in 

neighboring countries sent many refugees to live in peaceful Malawi. Now, the fields 

can’t rest and the harvest is smaller. 

Despite these challenges, the resourceful people in the villages grow crops including 

types of peas and beans; some villages have a few fruit trees, too. We saw one home 

with a few pigs while other villages had a goat or two and a few chickens. When lo-

custs arrive, the people eat them…when someone finds a mouse, they eat it, too - 

bones and all. 

As you sit down for your Thanksgiving meal this year, take a moment and think 

about what the Malawians eat and pray for these brothers and sisters. During Advent, 

watch for the opportunity at FPC to give Alternative Gifts to Malawi; you could be 

the answer to their prayers.  

Please see photographs from Malawi at www.fpcallentown.org.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL, HIGH SCHOOL AND FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

The Middle School, High School and Family Christmas Caroling Party is set to take 

place on Friday, December 16 from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. We meet in Fellowship Hall 

South before heading out to peoples’ houses to sing.  

So that all who attend the Christmas Joy Celebration on December 11 at 4:00 p.m. are 

guaranteed a seat, we ask that you pick up a FREE TICKET either in the church office 

between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, or on Sunday mornings, starting 

November 20 at the receptionist desk in the church office lobby. We hope you will add this 

to your calendar for the season and join our church family and community as FPCA cele-

brates the coming of Jesus into the world! 

 CHRISTMAS JOY CELEBRATION - DECEMBER 11 AT 4:00 P.M.   

We thank you for the amazing support you gave our first Christmas Joy Concert last Decem-

ber!  This year we have decided to include several selections by our Church School children 

which will give us the opportunity to offer a church-wide, children through adults, musical 

celebration!  Choirs of all ages will be offering music of the season, as well as the Youth 

Bell Choir and various instrumentalists.  Our Free-Will Offering this year is going to sup-

port the “El Sistema” Program at Roosevelt School in the Allentown School District.  This 

program seeks to provide musical instruction to young children who would not be able to 

experience learning an instrument otherwise.   
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IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY (Parish #) 
(as of 12:00 p.m. Tuesday) 

 

OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS are with those who have been hospitalized recently. So that we might keep each other in 

prayer, it is the custom of this congregation to publish hospitalizations unless requested not to do so.  At Lehigh Valley Hospital 
(1-78): Herbie Gottschall, Jr., Mary West (#15), Al Saleh (#24).  
 

If you’d like to send cards or letters to those in the hospital, please contact Kathy Mammele, Director of Pastoral Care       

610-395-3781, Ext. 39, Kathy.Mammele@fpcallentown.org.  
 

HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL: Bill Boyle (#10), Pat Savage-Donio (#18).  
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO:  John and Nikki (Praedin) Kauker and Kai (#40) on the birth of their daughter and sister, Peyton 

Michele, on November 9.  Grandparents are Ron and Jackie Praedin (#6). 
 

UNITED IN MARRIAGE: Raymond Reyes and Heather Comerci; Brandon Nebhut (#33) and Lauren Fizz on November 12. 

Father of Brandon Nebhut is Bruce Nebhut (#33), grandmother is Edith Nebhut (#33).  
 

SYMPATHY OF THE PASTORS AND CONGREGATION TO: Audrey Werley (#22), on the death of her sister, Carolyn 

Townsend on October 30; Colleen, Tom, Ryan, and Tiffany Ritter (#11) on the death of Elizabeth McNulty, mother of Colleen 

and grandmother of Ryan and Tiffany, on November 10. 
 

CHURCH TRIUMPHANT: Doris Schmeer (#31); Marianne Smith. 

STAFF PRAYER LIST 
 

On November 22, 2011  the staff will pray for the following members of our church family who comprise a PORTION of 

Parish #27. Coordinators are Mary Ellen and Dick Bacon. 

Mary Ellen and Dick Bacon; Nickie Garcia, Oscar Garcia Aldgria, Max and Isabella Garcia Wasson; Tom, Kristie, Kory and 

Keri Hartz; Julie and Andy Hrycko; Megan, DJ, Douglas and Marian Hurley; Frank, Nancy and Callie Krajcir; Lisa, James, 

Kyle, Evan and Drew Lantier; Collins Nkrumah-Okyere and Michelle Omari-Okyere. 
 

On November 29, 2011  the staff will pray for the following members of our church family who comprise a PORTION of 

Parish #27. Coordinators are Mary Ellen and Dick Bacon. 

Nick, Larissa and Tyson Noto; Linda and Alison Paist; Ruth Paul; Mildred Paulson; Moises, Vanessa, Emma and Alex Ro-

mero; Bob, Jo Ann, Olivia and Eva Sheesley; Jason, Bun and Samuel Thacker; Regina Treiber. 

                                                      MILITARY UPDATE 
 

Please continue to remember through your prayers, letters, or cards the following member and family of our church member who 

is serving in the military.  Please contact Kathy Mammele in the church office (610-395-3781, Ext. 39) if you have someone to 

add to our military list, have corrections on the current list, or would like to send a package and need mailing instructions. 

Please Note:  When sending a note or card, a regular stamp (44¢) is all that's needed for an APO or an FPO        

address. 

 

 

—  A lengthy Military Update will appear in the next edition of Tidings.  —  

Capt Mike Bien 
1 SOS 
PSC 80 Box 16735 
APO, AP 96367 

Mike is a member of FPC and the son of Peg and Dave Reese.  Mike, a captain in the Air Force, is 
currently stationed at Kedena Air Force Base in Okinawa. Mike is part of a Special Operations 

squadron.   

THIS ADDRESS IS VALID UNTIL THE BEGINNING OF DECEMBER 2011.  



Sunday,  November 20 
Pre-School, 3rd Grade Bible  
Presentation 
  8:45 a.m.  Traditional Worship 
  9:00 a.m.  Church School (All Ages) 
10:00 a.m.  Arabic Language Worship 
10:10 a.m.  Alternative Worship  
                   Second Hour Adult Classes 
10:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship   
11:30 a.m.  Youth Choir Picture   
  2:00 p.m.  Welcoming Children to the  
                    Lord’s Table Class  
  3:30 p.m.  Cantate Domino Rehearsal   
  4:45 p.m.  Youth Choir Rehearsal   
  6:00 p.m.  Middle School & High School   
                   Fellowships  
 

Monday, November 21 
  9:00 a.m.  Weekday Preschool 
11:30 a.m.  Weekday Preschool Lunch  
                   Bunch 
  5:30 p.m.  Yoga Class  
  6:30 p.m.  Jr. Girl Scout Troop #611 
  7:00 p.m.  Serenity Al-Anon Group  
                   The Better Portion  
 7:30 p.m.  Alcoholics Anonymous 
                   Opus Voce Rehearsal  
                    

Tuesday, November 22 
  9:00 a.m.  Weekday Preschool                   
  9:15 a.m.  Pastoral Care Staff 
10:15 a.m.  Ministry Staff Gathering  
  1:00 p.m.  Lehigh Presbytery Meeting  
  4:15 p.m.  Youth Club  
  5:30 p.m.  ESL Class  
  7:00 p.m.  Ancient Future Faith  
                   Stephen Ministry  
 

Wednesday, November 23 
  6:45 a.m.  Men’s Discipleship Group   
  9:00 a.m.  Weekday Preschool  
  9:15 a.m.  Parents Morning Co-Op  
  9:30 a.m.  Belles  
10:00 a.m.  Spiritual Formation Staff 
  5:00 p.m.  10:10 Band Setup & Rehearsal 
  7:00 p.m.  DBSA  
                   Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
  7:30 p.m.  Wednesday Men’s Bible Study 
                   Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve 
                   Service, Christ Lutheran  
                   Church 
 

Thursday, November 24  
Thanksgiving Holiday  
  All Day    Building and Offices Closed  
  
                    

 

 

Thursday, December 1  
  9:00 a.m.  Weekday Preschool  
  4:30 p.m.  Jr. Bells  
  5:00 p.m.  10:10 Band Setup & Rehearsal 
  5:30 p.m.  ESL Class  
  6:00 p.m.  Daisy #6051 
                   Barnes/Bartolucci Wedding 
                   Rehearsal  
  6:30 p.m.  Handbells  
                   Brownie G.S. Troop #6214  
  7:00 p.m.  Caron Parent Support 
                   Al-Anon 
                   Boy Scout Troop #107 
                   Alateen Meeting  
                   Committee on Ministry 
  7:30 p.m.  Adult Handbells  
                   Mission Committee 
  8:00 p.m.  Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
 

Friday, December 2  
  9:00 a.m.  Weekday Preschool 
  9:15 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study   
  6:00 p.m.  Barnes/Bartolucci Wedding 
  7:00 p.m.  Arabic Women’s Bible Study 
                   First Friday for Tweens  
  8:00 p.m.  Youth Choir at Symphony Hall 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 3  
  2:00 p.m.  Marissa Guill Wedding   

 
 

Sunday,  December 4  
Communion Sunday 
Second Sunday of Advent  
  8:45 a.m.  Traditional Worship 
  8:45 a.m.  Alternative Worship  
  9:00 a.m.  Church School (All Ages) 
10:00 a.m.  Arabic Language Worship 
10:10 a.m.  Alternative Worship  
                   Second Hour Adult Classes 
10:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship   
  3:30 p.m.  Cantate Domino Rehearsal 
                   Helping Hands Potluck Reunion  
  4:45 p.m.  Youth Choir Rehearsal   
  6:00 p.m.  Middle School & High School   
                   Fellowships  
  6:45 p.m.  Board of Deacons  
 
 
 
 
  
  

Friday, November 25  
Thanksgiving Holiday  
  All Day    Building and Offices Closed  
 
Sunday,  November 27 
First Sunday of Advent  
  8:45 a.m.  Traditional Worship 
  9:00 a.m.  Church School (All Ages) 
                   College Age Drop-In   
10:00 a.m.  Arabic Language Worship 
10:10 a.m.  Alternative Worship  
                   Second Hour Adult Classes 
10:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship   
                   Fall Mini Blood Drive   
12:00 p.m.  Multi-Cultural Team Meeting   
  3:30 p.m.  Gospel Choir Rehearsal  
  4:45 p.m.  Youth Choir Rehearsal  
  6:00 p.m.  Middle School & High School    
                   Fellowships 
   

Monday, November 28  
11:30 a.m.  Weekday Preschool Lunch Bunch  
  5:30 p.m.  Yoga Class  
  7:00 p.m.  Serenity Al-Anon Group  
                   Peace, Justice and Mission Meeting 
  7:30 p.m.  Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
Tuesday, November 29 
  9:00 a.m.  Weekday Preschool   
  9:15 a.m.  Pastoral Care Staff  
10:15 a.m.  Ministry Staff Gathering  
  4:15 p.m.  Youth Club   
  5:30 p.m.  Tuesday Night Together 
                    ESL Class  
  7:00 p.m.  Ancient Future Faith   
  7:30 p.m.  The Book Lovers Group  
 
Wednesday, November 30 
  6:45 a.m.  Men’s Discipleship Group   
  9:00 a.m.  Sewing & Quilting 
                   Weekday Preschool  
  9:15 a.m.  Parents’ Morning Co-op 
  9:30 a.m.  Belles  
10:00 a.m.  Spiritual Formation Staff  
  5:30 p.m.  Supper and Song  - Chancel Choir  
  6:30 p.m.  Daisy G.S. Troup #6027 
                   Brownie G.S. Troop #6232  
  7:00 p.m.  DBSA  
                   Spiritual Formation Team    
                   Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
  7:30 p.m.  Wednesday Men’s Bible Study  
 
                  
 

 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 30 TIDINGS DEADLINE— NOVEMBER 22: Is earlier than usual, due to the upcoming Thanksgiv-
ing Holiday. The next issue of Tidings will be published on 11/30/11.  Articles must be received in the office by   
9:00 a.m. on 11/22/11 for inclusion in this issue. Articles will be reprinted, space permitting, and at the discre-
tion of the editor, condensed for their second printing.   Questions?  Contact the church office at 610-395-3781.  

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S :  N O V E M B E R  2 0  — D E C E M B E R  4        P A G E  7  



 

 

PERIODICAL 

POSTAGE PAID 

Allentown, PA 

TIDINGS (USPS 007-713) is published bi-weekly, 27 issues per year, by First Presbyterian Church, 3231 W Tilghman St., Allentown PA 18104.  Periodical postage 
paid at Allentown PA. POSTMASTER: Send any address changes to Tidings, in care of First Presbyterian Church, 3231 W Tilghman St., Allentown, PA  18104.    

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  OF ALLENTOWN,  3231 W. TILGHMAN ST.,  ALLENTOWN ,  P A  18104  

 
W

W
W

.
F

P
C

A
L

L
E

N
T

O
W

N
.

O
R

G
 

 
6

1
0

-
3

9
5

-
3

7
8

1 

SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS 
 

Ushers ï November 20:      
8:45 a.m. - Randy Schneider, Captain; Mary Ellen Bacon; Sharon Hardenberg; Janet 

Imdorf; Marilyn, Daniel & Mark Leiby; Enid & Niels Nielson; Karen & Scott Richards;    

Lou & Tara Rollo; Reneé Saleh; Beth Sarmir; Emily Schneider. 
 

10:30 a.m. - Luella Shoemaker, Captain; Sharon & George Baker; Mary Freund; Lauren 
& Suzanne Jones; Lois & John Lovis; Akweley Massaquoi; Bob & Millie Miller; Jane & 
Bill Townsend; Linda Trower; Andy Weiss. 
 

Ushers ï November 27: 

8:45 a.m. - Mark Hoffman, Captain; Chris & Dave Dunbar; Jim & John Harper; Brian & 

Nancy Hoffman; Susan Keller; Annaliese McArthur; Bob McCurley; Chris, Duane & 

Shannan Ott; Mike Smith; Frank, Joe & Nicholas Toto; Judy Venezie-Gagliardi; Jake 

Weaver; James Weiss. 
 

10:30 a.m. - Linda Trower, Captain; Catherine & William Bleiler; Lauren & Suzanne 
Jones; Alex, Mary, Richard & Will Newbegin; Dom Pascarella; Gail Preuninger; Bruce 
Rodenberger; Barbara Saxton; Luella Shoemaker; Dale & Elaine Smith; John Soler; 
Gerry Zentmeyer.  
 

Office Volunteers 
November 20:   Judy Rainey (8:00); Sharon Benson (10:00) 
November 27:   Volunteer Needed (8:00); Emily Schneider (10:00)   
 

Dial-A-Ride Volunteers  
November 20:   Kathleen Dent, Driver Needed 
November 27:   Sharon & George Baker   
 

Audio Room Volunteers  
November 20:   Nelson Rabenold (8:45); Bill Richards (10:30) 
November 27:   Joe Cavote (8:45); Mark Simmons (10:30) 

THIS SUNDAY IN WORSHIP 

November 20, 2011 
    8:45 a.m., 10:10 a.m., 10:30 a.m. services 

Rev. Dr. Tony Sundermeier 
 

          Sermon:   “Life as Doxology”  
        Scripture:     Deuteronomy 8:1-11 
 

     8:45 Music:    Westminster Choir,  

                             Choristers; Joyful Noise 

   10:10 Music:    10:10 Worship Band  

   10:30 Music:    Youth Choir; Joyful Noise 

                          

 

NEXT SUNDAY IN WORSHIP 
November 27, 2011 

    8:45 a.m., 10:10 a.m., 10:30 a.m. services 
Rev. Dr. Tony Sundermeier 

 

           Sermon:  “Advent Conspiracy:  

                             Worship Fully”  

         Scripture:    Luke 2:8-20  

      8:45 Music:    Cantate Domino 

    10:10 Music:    10:10 Worship Band  
    10:30 Music:    Chancel Choir 



S P E C I A L  I N S E R T :  W O R S H I P  A N D  A D V E N T  S E R V I C E S    

Worship Schedule 2.0 
 

As you may know, our worship attendance has seen a significant increase during the first two months of the fall.  

Since the launch of our new schedule which includes the 10:10 Alternative gathering, we have seen a 15% increase 

in our overall attendance.  The 10:10, in fact, has been the primary reason for this growth.  The average for that ser-

vice (not including the opening week) is 250 people strong.  The September 18 through October 23 statistical analy-

sis is as follows: 
 

  8:45   10:00  10:10  10:30  Total 
2011 Avg. 318  41  250  290  899 
Old Time 8:30  10:00  None  11:00 
2010 Avg. 410  42  None  331  783 
 +/-  -92  -1  +250  -41  +116 
 

One of the major issues we are facing is overcrowding at the 10:10 service.  With a seating capacity of 285 people, 

we are averaging 88% room capacity.  There is a general rule of thumb that when a worship service hits 80% room 

capacity, it is time to start an additional service because people begin to feel there is no room for them or the space 

is overcrowded.  With these data points in mind and sensing the Spirit moving in a powerful way through this plat-

form of worship, the Session unanimously voted to add a SECOND ALTERNATIVE WORSHIP SERVICE at 

8:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall beginning on December 4 and carrying through until the end of February.  

The Session will evaluate this decision and its impact on the life of the church at its January meeting.  There 

is a hope that we will not only need this extra service to accommodate the natural growth that occurs during the Ad-

vent season, but that this schedule will continue to accommodate the burgeoning desire people possess (both inside 

and outside our walls) to worship in an alternative context.   
 

The additional alternative service will be a little different from the current 10:10 in terms of liturgy: the sermon will 

be moved more to the front of the service to accommodate the potential of a single preacher for a given Sunday in 

all four English language services. It will not have a Children’s Message.  Kids are welcome to come and will be 

dismissed at 8:58 a.m. to head to Church School (if they desire to go) similar to the 8:45 a.m. traditional service 

following the Children’s Message.  As we look toward December, flip this insert over and find your place in this 

very special holy season. 

CHILD CARE AND NURSERY OVER THE ADVENT SEASON  

Ones of the ways we show Christian hospitality during the Advent season is to offer childcare at each worship ser-

vice.  At many of these services we have new families and children, and we want to make sure they feel welcome and 

comfortable here.  To do this we need your help!  We are seeking Safe Sanctuary trained volunteers for the nursery dur-

ing the times below. Please contact Lindsay Harren-Lewis at 610-395-3781, Ext. 15 for questions or to sign up! 

Saturday, December 24  (Christmas Eve)     11:45 a.m. -1:15 p.m., 3:30-5:15 p.m., 5:30-7:15 p.m., 7:30-9:15 p.m. 

Sunday, December  25 (Christmas Day)       9:45 a.m. -11:30 a.m. (for the 10:00 a.m. Arabic service, 10:10 a.m.  

 Alternative service, and 10:30 a.m. Traditional service) 

Sunday, January 1  (New Year’s Day)          9:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (for the 10:00 a.m. Arabic service, 10:10 a.m.  

                                                                       Alternative service, and 10:30 a.m. Traditional service) 

CHRISTMAS EVE USHERS NEEDED  
Looking for experienced ushers for Christmas Eve at the 4:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. services. 

Interested in giving ushering a try? Please consider the 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, December 25th or January 1st. 

Experienced ushers welcome also!  

Please contact Dorrie Graul for further information or to volunteer: (dorrievgraul@gmail.com or 610-439-0810). 

mailto:dorrievgraul@gmail.com


S P E C I A L  I N S E R T :  A D V E N T  A N D  C H R I S T M A S  S E R V I C E S   

November 27, 2011 ï First Sunday of Advent  ï WORSHIP FULLY  

8:45 a.m.   Traditional; Tony Sundermeier Preaching (Cantate Domino) – Sanctuary  

9:00 a.m.   Church School for All Ages  

10:00 a.m.  Arabic Language; Moufid Khoury Preaching – Chapel 

10:10 a.m.  Alternative; Tony Sundermeier Preaching (The 10:10 Band) – Fellowship Hall 

10:10 a.m.  Second Hour Adult Church School Classes  

10:30 a.m.  Traditional; Tony Sundermeier Preaching (Chancel Choir) 
 

December 4, 2011 ï Second Sunday of Advent ï Communion Sunday ï SPEND LESS 

8:45 a.m.   Traditional; Mike Drake Preaching (Gospel Choir) – Sanctuary  

8:45 a.m.   Alternative; Tony Sundermeier Preaching (The 10:10 Band) – Fellowship Hall 

9:00 a.m.   Church School for All Ages  

10:00 a.m. Arabic Language; Moufid Khoury Preaching – Chapel 

10:10 a.m. Alternative; Tony Sundermeier Preaching (The 10:10 Band) – Fellowship Hall 

10:10 a.m. Second Hour Adult Church School Classes  

10:30 a.m. Traditional; Mike Drake Preaching (Chancel Choir) 
 

December 11, 2011 ï Third Sunday of Advent ï GIVE MORE 

8:45 a.m.   Traditional; Stephen Emick Preaching (Cantate Domino / Adult Handbells) –    

                  Sanctuary  

8:45 a.m.   Alternative; Mike Drake Preaching (The 10:10 Band) – Fellowship Hall 

9:00 a.m.   Church School for All Ages  

10:00 a.m. Arabic Language; Moufid Khoury Preaching – Chapel 

10:10 a.m. Alternative; Mike Drake Preaching (The 10:10 Band) – Fellowship Hall 

10:10 a.m. Second Hour Adult Church School Classes  

10:30 a.m. Traditional; Stephen Emick Preaching (Chancel Choir / Adult Handbells)  
 

December 18, 2011 ï Fourth Sunday of Advent ï LOVE ALL 

8:45 a.m.   Traditional; Tony Sundermeier Preaching (Chancel Choir/Choristers) – Sanctuary  

8:45 a.m.   Alternative; Tony Sundermeier Preaching (The 10:10 Band) – Fellowship Hall 

9:00 a.m.   Church School for All Ages  

10:00 a.m. Arabic Language; Moufid Khoury Preaching – Chapel 

10:10 a.m. Alternative; Tony Sundermeier Preaching (The 10:10 Band) – Fellowship Hall 

10:10 a.m. Second Hour Adult Church School Classes  

10:30 a.m. Traditional; Tony Sundermeier Preaching (Youth Choir / Westminster Choir) 
 

December 24, 2011 ï Christmas Eve Services   
12:00 p.m. Communion Service, Stephen Emick Preaching - Chapel,  

4:00 p.m.   Tableaux, Choristers / Westminster Choir, Stephen Emick Preaching - Sanctuary 

6:00 p.m.   Arabic Worship, Moufid Khoury Preaching  - Chapel 

6:00 p.m.   Alternative Worship, Tony Sundermeier Preaching  - Fellowship Hall 

8:00 p.m.   Youth Choir, Tony Sundermeier Preaching - Sanctuary 

10:00 p.m. Alternative Worship, Tony Sundermeier Preaching - Fellowship Hall 

11:00 p.m. Chancel Choir, Tony Sundermeier Preaching - Sanctuary 
 

December 25, 2011 ï Christmas Day 

10:00 a.m. Arabic Language; Moufid Khoury Preaching – Chapel 

10:10 a.m. Alternative; Tony Sundermeier Preaching (The 10:10 Band) – Fellowship Hall  

10:30 a.m. Traditional; Tony Sundermeier Preaching (Hymns and Carols) – Sanctuary 

                  No Church School – Childcare Available for all three services 
 

December 31,  2011 ï New Yearôs Eve  

4:00 p.m.   Service of Healing, Renewal and the Lord’s Supper.  Greg Palmer Leading - 

                  Chapel 
 

January 1, 2011 ï New Yearôs Day 

10:00 a.m. Arabic Language; Moufid Khoury Preaching – Chapel 

10:10 a.m. Alternative; Stephen Emick Preaching (The 10:10 Band) – Fellowship Hall  

10:30 a.m. Traditional; Stephen Emick Preaching  – Sanctuary 

                   No Church School – Childcare Available for all three services 

JOIN US FOR  
SPECIAL  

CELEBRATIONS &  
ACTIVITIES  

December 11  
Christmas Joy  

Celebration   

Sanctuary  

4:00 p.m.  

 

December 12  

The Women’s  

Christmas Dinner  

Fellowship Hall   

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  

 

December 16 

Middle/ High School & 

Family Christmas  

Caroling   

Fellowship Hall South  

6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  

 

December 24 

Cocoa and Cookies 

with Special Christmas 

Music  

Fellowship Hall  

5:30 p.m. 
 

College Drop-In  

The Commons    

9:00 p.m.         
 

 

NOTE: We encourage 

worshipers to arrive 30 – 

45 minutes in advance of 

the 4:00 & 8:00 p.m. tradi-

tional services on Christ-

mas Eve due to the high 

attendance. Child care is 

provided for worship ser-

vices. SEE Child Care 

hours on the flip side of 

this Insert.  


