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expect to encounter God in all people, and expect to rejoice in God always. 
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In the previous edition of Tidings, I wrote about the 

possibility of adding a fourth pastor to our pastoral 

staff:  a part-time (20 hours per week) Associate Pas-

tor for Pastoral Care, whose primary responsibilities 

will include hospital and home visitation; leadership of 

the Deacons and Stephen Ministry; and preaching and 

worship leadership. Besides describing the key factors 

for the Sessionôs unanimous decision to pursue this ad-

dition, I also referenced the protocols and procedures in 

regards to calling an installed pastor to a PCUSA con-

gregation.  Following the Sessionôs decision to add this 

position to our pastoral staff design, we petitioned the 

Lehighôs Presbyteryôs Committee on Ministry (COM) 

to approve our intention.  The COM met on December 

1, 2011 and gave us permission to form an Associate 

Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) and to begin 

our search for an additional pastor to fill this position. 

 

On Wednesday, December 7, 2011, the Nominating 

Committee of our congregation (Chaired by Elder Tom 

Myers) met to compile a list of potential members who 

would serve on the APNC.  Contacts and invitations 

will continue to be made throughout the month of those 

individual names lifted up at that meeting.  The APNC 

will be presented to the congregation for vote at our 

January 15, 2012 Congregational Meeting.   

 

Once the APNC is approved, they will begin their 

work.  The first item on their agenda is to craft a 

Church Information Form (CIF) which essentially 

serves as the congregationôs resume.  The CIF will then 

be posted on the PCUSA job website and other appro-

priate outlets for the purpose of soliciting resumes from 

qualified candidates. The search will take on two dis-

tinct features that are consistent with PCUSA protocols 

and procedures: (1.) The search will be openðall quali-

fied candidates, nation wide, are encouraged to apply. 

(2.) The search will be limited in terms of resume recep-

tion.  The timeline to submit resumes will be between 

March 1, 2012 and May 1, 2012.  This is in light of a 

potential start date of July 1, 2012. 

 

One of the real exciting opportunities surrounding this 

new position is that Rev. Lindsay Harren-Lewis, our 

current Director of Family and Younger Childrenôs 

Ministry, has indicated her desire to apply for the posi-

tion.  We are very excited that she feels led to apply.  

Personally, I too am excited, for Lindsay has already 

demonstrated a giftedness for pastoral ministry and a 

vision for the missional life that is congruent with my 

vision and the emerging vision of our Session. So as we 

move forward in this search, we will be holding two 

things in tension: on one hand, we believe the work of 

the APNC will be Spirit-led and their job will be to pre-

sent the most qualified candidate for the position and on 

the other hand, we believe we will have a gifted and 

qualified applicant in the person of Lindsay Harren-

Lewis.    
(Continued on Page 2)  

 

ahw9 ¢Ih¦DI¢{ hb ¢I9 !{{h/L!¢9 t!{¢hw Chw t!{¢hw![ /!w9 



b9²{ !b5 !bbh¦b/9a9b¢{                            t!D9 н 

¢I9 ¦bCh[5LbD Wh¦wb9¸ ς ! Cw99 !5±9b¢  
59±h¢Lhb![ !±!L[!.[9  
Looking for an Advent devotional to use for your per-

sonal devotions and/or for use with family and friends?  

Stop by the Welcome Centers in the Atrium and narthex 

or the information kiosk in the church office lobby and 

pick up a copy of ñThe Unfolding Journey.ò    

This is a daily devotional for individuals, families and 

groups to use as we journey through this Advent season.  

Produced by Presbyterians Today, a member of our con-

gregation donated the funds to purchase copies to be giv-

en away for free to members and friends of our church 

family. 
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Brochures and application forms for the 2012 Pidcock 

Scholarship are available at the churchôs Welcome Cen-

ters in the narthex and in the hallway behind the sanctu-

ary, as well as in the church office lobby and on the 

churchôs web site at www.fpcallentown.org. Sponsored 

by First Presbyterian Church of Allentown in memory of 

the late John S. Pidcock, the scholarship is available for 

education, service or mission opportunities. Complete 

details and requirements are outlined in the brochure. All 

applications are due in the church office by January 31, 

2012.  
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Members of a Wee Worship 

Discernment Team, our pas-

tors and Lindsay Harren-

Lewis have had several con-

versations this fall about 

Wee Worship.  The group 

agrees that while it is im-

portant to help children with worship and give them an 

alternative place to be if needed, Wee Worship is not 

sustainable in its current configuration.  Our plan going 

forward is to offer Wee Worship through Sunday, De-

cember 18.  Starting Christmas morning, December 25, 

children through kindergarten can be taken to the 

nursery after Childrenôs Time at the 10:10 and 10:30 

a.m. worship services if they are unable to sit through 

the entire service.  We will make sure that we have 

enough staff and volunteers in the nursery to accom-

modate those children, perhaps asking some of the par-

ents of the older children to volunteer in the nursery 

periodically. 
 

The goal of how to best help parents with young chil-

dren worship will be explored by the Vision Work 

Group of the Spiritual Formation Team.  Please contact 

Lindsay Harren-Lewis, Director of Family & Younger 

Childrenôs Ministry with any questions, lindsay.harren-

lewis@fpcallentown.org. 
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Now some might ask, ñIf Lindsay is gifted and quali-

fied for this job, why do we need to form a committee? 

Why donôt we just hire her?ò This was a question even 

raised by the Chair of the Committee on Ministry at 

their December meeting.  My response to that question 

is that there is a desire to maintain the integrity of our 

process.  We affirm that the Holy Spirit will work 

through the process and through the APNC while sim-

ultaneously affirming our conviction that that the Holy 

Spirit has prompted Lindsay to apply for the position. 

We want to leave room for the Spirit to work through 

the APNC to either confirm that Lindsay is the best 

candidate for this position or confirm that some other 

candidate is better suited for the role.  Both Lindsay 

and the Staff Committee are prepared for either scenar-

io.  If she were to be offered the AP position, the Staff 

Committee would advertise and form a committee to 

search for a new full-time Director for Family and 

Younger Childrenôs Ministry.  If another candidate is 

offered the position, Lindsay would continue her ex-

cellent work in her current role.  Lindsay is committed 

to the ministry of this church, so wherever she is led, 

she will continue to bring an excellence and love to the 

ministry and to the people she serves. 

 

On a separate, but related, note, our current Director of 

Pastoral Care, Kathy Mammele, fielded about a half 

dozen calls two weeks ago as congregants were won-

dering what this addition would mean for her and her 

position.  As I said in the previous issue, we are facing 

the need for more pastoral care, not less, so it would be 

counter-intuitive to eliminate Kathyôs position (a 40 

hour a week position!) when our need for this ministry 

will only increase. Kathyôs work with us continues to 

bless the church.  We look forward to her continued 

ministry with FPCA and the new Associate Pastor in 

the years to come. 
 

At First Presbyterian Church, ministry is a moving 

target.  The dynamism, flexibility, and innovation re-

quired to be faithful in a season such as the one FPCA 

is currently experiencing continues to be one of the 

great opportunities of our faith and life together.  I 

would invite you to continue to pray for and encourage 

the Session, our staff, and the upcoming work of the 

APNC.  
 

See you in worship and the world! 

Tony              

mailto:lindsay.harren-lewis@fpcallentown.org
mailto:lindsay.harren-lewis@fpcallentown.org
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Worship Schedule 2.0 
 

As you may know, our worship attendance has seen a significant increase during the first two months of the fall.  

Since the launch of our new schedule which includes the 10:10 Alternative gathering, we have seen a 15% increase 

in our overall attendance.  The 10:10, in fact, has been the primary reason for this growth.  The average for that ser-

vice (not including the opening week) is 250 people strong.  The September 18 through October 23 statistical analy-

sis is as follows: 
 

  8:45   10:00  10:10  10:30  Total 
2011 Avg. 318  41  250  290  899 
Old Time 8:30  10:00  None  11:00 
2010 Avg. 410  42  None  331  783 
 +/-  -92  -1  +250  -41  +116 
 

One of the major issues we are facing is overcrowding at the 10:10 service.  With a seating capacity of 285 people, 

we are averaging 88% room capacity.  There is a general rule of thumb that when a worship service hits 80% room 

capacity, it is time to start an additional service because people begin to feel there is no room for them or the space 

is overcrowded.  With these data points in mind and sensing the Spirit moving in a powerful way through this plat-

form of worship, the Session unanimously voted to add a SECOND ALTERNATIVE WORSHIP SERVICE at 

8:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall beginning on December 4 and carrying through until the end of February.  

The Session will evaluate this decision and its impact on the life of the church at its January meeting.  There 

is a hope that we will not only need this extra service to accommodate the natural growth that occurs during the Ad-

vent season, but that this schedule will continue to accommodate the burgeoning desire people possess (both inside 

and outside our walls) to worship in an alternative context.   
 

The additional alternative service is a little different from the 10:10 in terms of liturgy: the sermon has been moved 

more to the front of the service to accommodate the potential of a single preacher for a given Sunday in all four 

English language services. It does not have a Childrenôs Message.  Kids are welcome to come and are dismissed at 

8:58 a.m. to head to Church School (if they desire to go) similar to the 8:45 a.m. traditional service following the 

Childrenôs Message.   
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One of the ways we show Christian hospitality during the Advent season is to offer childcare at each worship service.  At 

many of these services we have new families and children, and we want to make sure they feel welcome and comfortable 

here.  To do this we need your help!  We are seeking Safe Sanctuary trained volunteers for the nursery during the times 

below. Please contact Lindsay Harren-Lewis at 610-395-3781, Ext. 15 for questions or to sign up! 

Saturday, December 24  (Christmas Eve)     11:45 a.m. -1:15 p.m., 3:30-5:15 p.m., 5:30-7:15 p.m., 7:30-9:15 p.m. 

Sunday, December  25 (Christmas Day)       9:45 a.m. -11:30 a.m. (for the 10:10 a.m. Alternative service  

 and 10:30 a.m. Traditional service) 

Sunday, January 1  (New Yearôs Day)          9:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (for the 10:10 a.m. Alternative service  

                                                                       and 10:30 a.m. Traditional service) 
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Pick up your Youth Spirit Cards between 9:45 ï 10:30 a.m. in the hallway outside the Church Li-

brary on Sunday mornings.  The cards will not be sold on Christmas or New Year's Day. They can 

be used at a variety of different stores, like Giant and Weis/Kingôs Markets, Barnes & Noble, 

Kohl's, or Macy's. Every time you shop using one of our Youth Spirit Cards, our Summer Youth 

Ministry Program is blessed too!  
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December 18, 2011 ï Fourth Sunday of Advent ï LOVE ALL 

8:45 a.m.   Traditional; Tony Sundermeier preaching (Chancel Choir/Choristers) ï Sanctuary  

8:45 a.m.   Alternative; Tony Sundermeier preaching (10:10 Band) ï Fellowship Hall 

9:00 a.m.   Church School for All Ages  

10:00 a.m. Arabic Language; Moufid Khoury preaching ï Chapel 

10:10 a.m. Alternative; Tony Sundermeier preaching (10:10 Band) ï Fellowship Hall 

10:10 a.m. Second Hour Adult Church School Classes  

10:30 a.m. Traditional; Tony Sundermeier preaching (Youth Choir / Westminster Choir) 
 

December 24, 2011 ï Christmas Eve Services   
12:00 p.m. Service of Lessons, Carols and Communion, Stephen Emick preaching - Chapel 

4:00 p.m.   Service of Lessons, Carols and Candles with Nativity Tableaux, Stephen Emick  

                  preaching; Choristers, Westminster Choir, Jr. Handbell Choir  - Sanctuary 

6:00 p.m.   Arabic Language Worship, Moufid Khoury preaching  - Chapel 

6:00 p.m.   Alternative Worship, Tony Sundermeier preaching; 10:10 Band and Gospel  

                  Choir  - Fellowship Hall 

8:00 p.m.   Service of Lessons, Carols and Candles, Tony Sundermeier preaching; Youth 

                  Choir and Handbell Choir - Sanctuary 

10:00 p.m. Alternative Worship, Tony Sundermeier preaching; 10:10 Band  - Fellowship Hall 

11:00 p.m. Service of Lessons, Carols and Candles, Tony Sundermeier preaching; Chancel 

                  Choir, flute, harp  - Sanctuary 
 

December 25, 2011 ï Christmas Day 

10:10 a.m. Alternative; Tony Sundermeier preaching (10:10 Band) ï Fellowship Hall  

10:30 a.m. Traditional; Tony Sundermeier preaching (Hymns and Carols) ï Sanctuary 

                  Childcare Available for both services. No Church School or Arabic 

                  Language Worship 
 

December 31,  2011 ï New Yearôs Eve  

4:00 p.m.   Service of Healing, Renewal and the Lordôs Supper.  Greg Palmer      

                  leadingðChapel. Child care available.  
 

January 1, 2012 ï New Yearôs Day 

10:10 a.m. Alternative; Stephen Emick preaching (10:10 Band) ï Fellowship Hall  

10:30 a.m. Traditional; Stephen Emick preaching  ï Sanctuary 

                   Childcare Available for both services. No Church School or Arabic Language 

                   Worship  
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December 16 

Middle/ High School 

& Family Christmas  

Caroling   

Fellowship Hall South  

6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  

 

December 24 

Cocoa and Cookies 

with Special      

Christmas Music  

Fellowship Hall  

5:30 p.m. 
 
 

College Drop-In  

The Commons    

9:00 p.m.         

bh¢9Υ We encourage worshipers to arrive 30 ï 45 minutes in advance of the 4:00 & 8:00 p.m. traditional services on 

Christmas Eve due to the high attendance. Child care is provided for worship services. SEE Child Care hours on Page 3.    
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All 6th-12th graders are invited to join us for a Holiday Mission Morning on Thursday, December 29 from 8:30 a.m. -

1:30 p.m. Weôll be going to Alliance Hall in Allentown for a morning of service and education, focusing on the needs of 

our community. Flyers with more information can be found in youth Church School classrooms, in the church office 

lobby or at the churchôs website. The registration deadline for this event is this Sunday, December 18. Donôt miss out on 

this great opportunity to serve our community! 
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All college-aged young adults (post high school, ages 18-25) are invited to participate in mission days that will serve our 

community in Allentown. Mission Days are being offered on Monday, December19, Thursday, December 22, and Tues-

day December 27. Flyers with complete details, mission sites, times and registration instructions can be found on the 

church's website, in kiosks or at the church office. Please contact Allyssa Miller (allyssa.miller@fpcallentown.org ; 

Ext.40) if you have any questions. 

mailto:allyssa.miller@fpcallentown.org
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This chorus will be presenting its annual Christmas Concert on Friday, December 16th at 7:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian 

Church of Allentown.  Guests will be 5 area choirs, including our own Chancel Choir. General admission tickets are $15 

and if purchased through the church, our choir will receive $5 for every ticket sold. Tickets can be purchased by contacting 

Laura Rabenold at the church office, 610-821-0147, Ext. 17. Last yearôs concert was sold out, so get your tickets early! 
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On one side of the gate, the land is parched; there is 

dust everywhere with few trees in sight, the fields seem 

nearly barren. This is the Malawi countryside. On the 

other side of the gate, the land is plentiful. Here there 

are many trees, including lush banana trees, ripe toma-

toes, huge cabbages and a small stream of water flow-

ing to a pond filled with fish. This is Namingazi Farm, a 

project of the Blantyre Synod Health and Development 

Commission.  

 

The ñFarmò is an oasis where the staff uses organic gar-

dening methods, channels water from a nearby moun-

tain and plants trees to help the environment. The value 

of the trees is incredible. They provide shade, cool the 

air, retain soil and precious water, provide habitat and 

they can bear fruit, too.  See color photos of Malawi at 

www.fpcallentown.org.  

 

Please consider an alternative gift this year of a tree for 

Malawi- your gift to honor a special person will grow 

to make a big difference! 
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Give  
Extra - 
Special 
Gifts  

You can give Christmas gifts in honor of your loved ones that will bring help and hope to peo-

ple around the world ï and you can do it right from the comfort of your own church! Come to 

the Alternative Gift Market December 18th in the Atrium where you can choose from a 

wonderful selection of very special gifts that will truly impact the lives of the recipients. Are 

you looking for some extra-special gifts?  Honor your loved ones by giving alternative gifts in 

their name!  
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Deacon Flower Ministry is looking to expand the roster of flower deliverers for our weekly flower ministry. You would 

be assigned to a team that will be asked to deliver 3 - 4 times per year. If interested contact, Jim Guill at 610 395 2556 or 

jamesmguill@gmail.com. 
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 Every other Wednesday, a faithful group of volunteers gathers in Fellowship Hall at the church from about 10:30 a.m. 

until noon, to prepare Tidings for mailing to the congregation.  If you would like to be a Tidings volunteer, please contact 

Barbara Christman (610-845-7634). 


